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The Order of Vespers 

 
Stand 

Advent Versicles 

L O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

  

L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 

 

Psalmody 
 

Psalm 25 Psalm 25:1–10 

1To you, O LORD, 

 I lift up my soul. 
2O my God, in you I trust; 

 let me not be put to shame; 

 let not my enemies exult over me. 
3Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

4Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

 teach me your paths. 
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

 for you are the God of my salvation; 

 for you I wait all the day long. 

6Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 

 for they have been from of old. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

 according to your steadfast love remember me, 

 for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 
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8Good and upright is the LORD; 

 therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
9He leads the humble in what is right, 

 and teaches the humble his way. 
10All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

 for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

    and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Sit 

Office Hymn: 332 Savior of the Nations, Come sts. 1–4 

 

 

 
 
Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000752 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 
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Readings 
 

Reading Genesis 12:1–3; 18:1–15 

L A reading from Genesis, chapters 12 and 18. 

  

 1Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and 

your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a 

great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 

blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 

curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” . . .  

 1And the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of 

his tent in the heat of the day. 2He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three 

men were standing in front of him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent door 

to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3and said, “O Lord, if I have found 

favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and 

wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, 5while I bring a morsel of 

bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since 

you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6And 

Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine 

flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 7And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, 

tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. 8Then he 

took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. And 

he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

 9They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the 

tent.” 10The LORD said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and 

Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind 

him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way of women 

had ceased to be with Sarah. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am 

worn out, and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13The LORD said to 

Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I 

am old?’ 14Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return 

to you about this time next year, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15But Sarah denied 

it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, but you did laugh.” 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Reading John 8:48–58 

L A reading from John, chapter 8. 

  

 48The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan 

and have a demon?” 49Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my 

Father, and you dishonor me. 50Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who 

seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, 

he will never see death.” 52The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a 

demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my 

word, he will never taste death.’ 53Are you greater than our father Abraham, who 

died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54Jesus 

answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies 

me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55But you have not known him. I know 

him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do 

know him and I keep his word. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see 

my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty 

years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say 

to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory (Advent) Jeremiah 23:5a, 6 

L Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 

L In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 

 

Sermon     “Born, Born, Born, to Living Hope! 
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Canticle 
 

Stand 

Antiphon  Psalm 141:2 

L Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

C and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

 

Magnificat: 933 My Soul Rejoices 
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Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000752 

 
Sit 

Offering 

Prayer 
Stand 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Introduction to Collects Psalm 102:1 

L O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to You. 
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Collect of the Day 

L Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 

rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 

deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Collect 

L Almighty God, You gave Your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon 

Himself. Grant that we, Your adopted children by grace, may daily be 

renewed by Your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 

that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 

being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 

quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 2 Corinthians 13:14 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn to Depart: 594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It 
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Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000752 
Tune: Public domain 
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