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Holy Thursday 
April 1, 2021, 1:00 p.m. 

 
Welcome to God’s House. We are happy that you are here! 

TO ALL OUR GUESTS: 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is being celebrated. 

 

In obedience to God’s Word, the congregations of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod have promised to 
practice close communion. Guests who have not communed here before and are NOT members of 

another LCMS congregation are therefore asked to speak with the pastor before the service, should they 
desire to commune. Our faith is not exclusive, but God says we should have unity in faith (which 

communion expresses). This great gift gives us this great responsibility. Please respect our position of love 
in this matter of pastoral care. 

 

AS WE GATHER 
On this night known in the Church as Holy Thursday, Jesus invites us to join Him once again at His Table. 

He knows our need for strengthening and reassurance. The place in which we gather is filled with the 

blessing of fellowship as we remember the new command of our Lord Jesus to love one another. Our Lord 

serves us in many ways, most singularly as the Host at His Table, where we receive His body and blood for 

the forgiveness of sins. Time and again we are invited to return to the Table, where truly we experience a 

foretaste of the feast to come. 

PRELUDE 
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Stand 

OPENING HYMN “When You Woke That Thursday Morning” (LSB 445) 
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Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000752 
Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000752 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 43:4; 124:8; 32:5 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P In the Upper Room, our Lord Jesus Christ gave a new command that His people 

are to love one another as He has loved us. When we look at our lives, we see 

clearly that we have not fulfilled that new command. We know that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean and realize that we have transgressed the Law of God in 

thought, word, and deed. We have not loved our neighbor as ourselves and have 

passed by countless opportunities to be of service in the name of the Lord. In His 
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mercy, God has promised His forgiveness to those who repent and turn to Him, 

humbly asking for His grace in Christ Jesus. Let us then make our confession to 

our God.  

             O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. In the stead and by the command 

of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 116:1–4; antiphon: v. 5 

Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; 

our God is merciful. 

I love the LORD, because He has heard 

my voice and my pleas for mercy. 

Because He inclined His ear to me, 

therefore I will call on Him as long as I live. 

The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 

I suffered distress and anguish. 
 Then I called on the name of the LORD: 

“O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” 
 Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; 

our God is merciful. 

 

SALUTATION and PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your 

Passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood 

that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 24:3–11 

P The Old Testament Reading for Holy Thursday is from Exodus, chapter twenty-

four. 
 

3 Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the just 

decrees. And all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words that 

the LORD has spoken we will do.” 4 And Moses wrote down all the words of the 

LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, 

and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 And he sent young 

men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace 

offerings of oxen to the LORD. 6 And Moses took half of the blood and put it in 

basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 7 Then he took the Book 

of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that 

the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 8 And Moses took the 

blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that 

the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”  
9 Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel 

went up, 10 and they saw the God of Israel. There was under His feet as it were a 

pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 11 And He did not 

lay His hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate 

and drank. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING 1 Corinthians 10:16–17 

P The Epistle is from First Corinthians, chapter ten. 
 

16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of 

Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? 17 

Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of 

the one bread. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 14:12–26 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

12 On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover 

lamb, [Jesus’] disciples said to Him, “Where will You have us go and prepare for 

You to eat the Passover?” 13 And He sent two of His disciples and said to them, 

“Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him, 14 

and wherever he enters, say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where 

is My guest room, where I may eat the Passover with My disciples?’ 15 And he 

will show you a large upper room furnished and ready; there prepare for us.” 16 

And the disciples set out and went to the city and found it just as He had told them, 

and they prepared the Passover.  
17 And when it was evening, He came with the twelve. 18 And as they were 

reclining at table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray 

Me, one who is eating with Me.” 19 They began to be sorrowful and to say to Him 

one after another, “Is it I?” 20 He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is 

dipping bread into the dish with Me. 21 For the Son of Man goes as it is written of 

Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have 

been better for that man if he had not been born.” 
22 And as they were eating, He took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave 

it to them, and said, “Take; this is My body.” 23 And He took a cup, and when He 

had given thanks He gave it to them, and they all drank of it. 24 And He said to 

them, “This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. 25 Truly, 

I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I 

drink it new in the kingdom of God.”  
26 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
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SERMON HYMN “O Lord, We Praise Thee” (LSB 617) 
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Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000752 

 

SERMON 
 

Stand 

NICENE CREED  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
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     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 

     For the faithful proclamation of Christ’s saving name, that God’s people may 

be strengthened in the true faith and His kingdom extended, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church throughout the world and for all who confess the 

name of Christ, that God would guard and defend us from the temptations of the 

devil, the world, and our sinful nature, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this congregation, its mission, and its people; for the ability to meet the needs 

that arise as we do the work God has given us to do; and for the unity of the Spirit 

in the bond of peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the educational institutions of our Synod: for our preschools, our day schools 

and high schools, our colleges and universities, and for our seminaries, that those 

who teach and those who learn in them would be transformed by the wisdom of 

Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all who partake this day of Christ’s holy body and blood, that in their eating 

and drinking they may receive the benefits of forgiveness of sins and the renewal 

of life and have a foretaste of the feast to come, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who have wandered from the faith, that the Holy Spirit would use us to 

call them home to the Father, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the government and all who have been set into positions of leadership, that 

they may use the authority entrusted to them honorably and for the good of the 

people, let us pray to the Lord: 
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C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all who serve in worthy occupations, professions, arts, and sciences, that God 

would grant them skill and integrity in the performance of their responsibilities 

and valued service through their vocations, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who suffer from hunger, homelessness, poverty, or unemployment, that 

God’s great mercy and love would preserve and relieve them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all the faithful, that the Spirit would lead them to cheerful, generous giving 

from the bounty the Lord provides, to support the Church and to help those in 

need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who are sick, that God would grant healing to their bodies and strength 

to bear their infirmities with patience and grace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who mourn, that in their time of sorrow they would not lose hope but 

rely on God’s promise that He will never leave them or forsake them, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who rejoice in the rich blessings of God, that they may always remember 

the Giver of every gift and give Him heartfelt thanks, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your 

dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection 

from the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You, where He ever 

stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from the ends of the earth 

to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to 

You alone we give all glory, honor, and worship, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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OFFERTORY  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PREFACE  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the cross that, 

where death arose, there life also might rise again and that the serpent who 

overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be 

overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for before the creation of time and 

space You planned to send Your Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 

Savior. He turned to us in passionate love so that we might return to You for full 

pardon and peace. We therefore ask You in His name to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us to eat His body and drink His 

blood in true faith until we celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 
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Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 

and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the 

Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

     In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, as You call us to repentance and to 

prayer, with faith and hope we turn to You, the source of mercy and love. 

Remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI  

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

DISTRIBUION 

     If you are not a member of another LCMS congregation and you have not communed here 

before and have not spoken with the pastor, we kindly ask you to refrain from communing and 

to use this time to sing the hymns and thank the Lord for the blessings of your Baptism. 

     The Sacrament will be distributed continuously. Please come forward, leaving social distance 

between you and the other communicants. Receive the Host from the pastor and the Cup for the 

assistant. Then return to your place. 

     As an option, we offer grape juice to those who cannot, for some medical reason, partake of 

the wine. The grape juice cups are the colored cups on the server's tray.  

     Children and non-communing adults may come forward to receive a blessing. Please keep 

your hands folded. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

629 What Is This Bread 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000752 
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619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000752 
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Stand 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, gracious God, for having received us as guests at Your 

Table. We pray that You would guide us at all times and in all places so that we 

may pass our earthly days in peace, assured of Your guidance and knowing Your 
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pardon. By the power of the Holy Spirit, rule our hearts and minds that we may 

serve You constantly; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN TO DEPART   “Go to Dark Gethsemane” (LSB 436 sts. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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POSTLUDE 
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