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Welcome to God’s House. We are happy that you are here! 
 

TO ALL OUR GUESTS: 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is being celebrated. 

 

In obedience to God’s Word, the congregations of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod have promised to 
practice close communion. Guests who have not communed here before and are NOT members of 

another LCMS congregation are therefore asked to speak with the pastor before the service, should they 
desire to commune. Our faith is not exclusive, but God says we should have unity in faith (which 

communion expresses). This great gift gives us this great responsibility. Please respect our position of love 
in this matter of pastoral care. 

 
The Offering will not be received during the service. Please leave your gift for the Lord’s work 
in the offering plate located on the ushers’ table at the entrance of the sanctuary. Thank you 
for supporting our ministry. 
 
Hand sanitizer is provided at the end of each pew. Please use, but do not remove.  
 
Please maintain social distance wherever possible and wear your mask as a courtesy to others 
around you. Thank you. 

 
Prelude 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 

 

http://lcorct.org/
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Hymn of Invocation: 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Christmas Exhortation 

P During the Season of Advent, we have heard the voice of the prophet calling 

us to prepare. 

C A voice cries: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God." (Isa. 40:3 ) 
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P We have heard the voice of the prophet calling us to repentance. 

C In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of 

Judea, "Repent, for the reign of heaven is at hand." (Matt. 3:1-2 ) 

P And we have also heard the gracious promises of the Lord God. 

C Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 

they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. (Is. 1:18 ) 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins John 20:19–23 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 

and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 2:1–2, 4–6; antiphon: Liturgical Text 

When all was still, and it was midnight, 

 your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 

Why do the nations rage 

 and the peoples plot in vain? 

The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 

 against the LORD and against his anointed. 

He who sits in the heavens laughs; 

 the Lord holds them in derision. 
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Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 

 and terrify them in his fury, saying, 

“As for me, I have set my King 

 on Zion, my holy hill.” 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

When all was still, and it was midnight, 

 your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne. 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis: 946 Glory to God, We Give You Thanks and Praise 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000752 
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000752 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the 

true Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth 

we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2–7 

2 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 

 you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 

 and the staff for his shoulder, 

 the rod of his oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

 and every garment rolled in blood 

 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 
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and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

 there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

 to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual: 412 The People That in Darkness Sat sts. 3–4 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Epistle Titus 2:11–14 
 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 
12training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-

controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13waiting for our blessed 

hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14who 

gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a 

people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Alleluia and Verse: 952 Alleluia — II 

 

 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000752 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:1–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

  

 
  

 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor 

of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also 

went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, 

which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to 

be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were 

there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son 

and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn. 

 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the 

angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that 

will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
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baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 

 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 

the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made 

known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who 

heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all 

these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 

them. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 

Children's Message 
 

Hymn of the Day: 375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising 
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5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing 

When by faith we grasp this blessing, 

And to You we come confessing 

    That Your love has set us free. 

 

6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, 

From Your lowly manger cheer us, 

Gently lead us and be near us 

    Till we join Your choir above. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000752 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 



- 10 - 

 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offertory: 390 Let Us All with Gladsome Voice 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh 

You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the 

person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
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“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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Distribution 
  If you are not a member of another LCMS congregation and you have not communed 

here before and have not spoken with the pastor, we kindly ask you to refrain from 

communing and to use this time to sing the hymns and thank the Lord for the blessings 

of your Baptism. 

 The Sacrament will be distributed continuously.  Please come forward, leaving social 

distance between you and the other communicants.  Receive the Host from the pastor and 

the Cup for the assistant.  Then return to your place. 

    As an option, we offer grape juice to those who cannot, for some medical reason, 

partake of the wine.  The grape juice cups are the colored cups on the server's tray.   

  Children and non-communing adults may come forward to receive a blessing.  Please 

keep your hands folded. 

 

Distribution Hymn: 364 Away in a Manger 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: 387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Distribution Hymn: 368 Angels We Have Heard on High 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Distribution Hymn: 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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The Dismissal 
 

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis: 937 Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): © 1969, 1989 OCP Publications; (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000752 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask 

You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 

Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lighting of the Christmas Candles 
 

Pastor will light the candles of the acolytes from the Christ Candle on the Advent wreath. They 

will light the candles of those sitting by the aisles. They in turn light those next to them, tipping 
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unlit handles toward lit ones. To give distance between non-family members, please extend your 

arm fully. ONLY tip UNLIT candles.  

 

The lights are dimmed as the candlelight increases. 

 
P As the light of these candles illumines our faces, may it symbolize the light 

of the Gospel which shines on us from the face of Christ, who was once a 

child in the manger at Bethlehem, and which one day will shine on us 

directly from His throne on high in the city that needs no candles or sun.  

  

 

Hymn: 358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come sts. 1–5 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

P Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen 

upon you.  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows Me will 

never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  We declare the 

praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. For 
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God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made His light shine in our 

hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Christ. No longer will the sun be your light by day or the moon by night; I, 

the Lord will be your eternal light.  You are the light of the world. Let your 

light shine before all, that they may see your good deeds and praise your 

Father in heaven. For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the 

Lord. Live as children of light, for the fruit of light consists in all goodness, 

righteousness, and truth. 

 

Hymn: 366 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Hymn to Depart: 363 Silent Night, Holy Night sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Please extinguish your candles, holding them upright until the wax has cooled. Return used 

candles to the marked container. DO NOT return them to the table. Thank you. 

 

Postlude 
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