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January 23, 2019 

 

 

Dear Members of Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer, 

 

 

Grace and peace to you from our Epiphany Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

 

On January 22, 2019, the State of New York passed, and Governor Andrew Cuomo signed into 

law, the Reproductive Health Act. This new law in the State of New York says: 

 

The legislature finds that comprehensive reproductive health care is a fundamental 

component of every individual's health, privacy and equality. Therefore, it is the policy of 

the state that: “Every individual has the fundamental right to choose or refuse 

contraception or sterilization. Every individual who becomes pregnant has the 

fundamental right to choose to carry the pregnancy to term, to give birth to a child, or to 

have an abortion, pursuant to this article.”1  

 

The new law says that late-term abortions are allowed when “the patient is within twenty-four 

weeks from the commencement of pregnancy, or there is an absence of fetal viability, or the 

abortion is necessary to protect the patient’s life or health”2 (italics added). “Life or health” is 

not so much defined here as “medically necessary to protect the life and health of the mother.” If 

the mother feels that her general “life and health” would be negatively impacted by having this 

child, let’s say, because of the costs of raising a child, an abortion would be permitted under this 

new law up until the birth of the child! This statement is accurate: “The legislation provides a 

further exception to permit abortion at any point during pregnancy if a health-care practitioner 

deems it necessary for the mother’s life or health — the exception that was defined . . . as ‘all 

                                                           
1 Joseph Spector and Jon Campbell, “Abortion laws in New York: How they changed with the Reproductive Health 

Act,” Democrat and Chronicle, January 22, 2019, accessed January 23, 2019, 

https://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/politics/albany/2019/01/22/abortion-laws-new-york-how-they-

change-immediately/2643065002. 

 
2 Alexandra DeSanctis, “New York State Senate Passes Bill Permitting Abortions up to Birth,” National Review, 

January 22, 2019, accessed January 23, 2019, https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/new-york-state-senate-passes-

expansive-abortion-bill. 

 

https://www.nationalreview.com/author/alexandra-desanctis/


 

factors — physical, emotional, psychological, familial, and the woman’s age — relevant to the 

wellbeing of the patient.’ In other words, abortion will be available to women essentially on 

demand up to the point of birth.”3 

 

As I understand it, New York State’s new law says a child in the womb of any month’s age can 

be aborted up until the day of birth. A woman can say at 7, 8, or 9 months along, “I was going to 

have this baby, but my husband lost his job. We won’t be able to afford the child, please abort 

(understand, kill) the child.” This can be done even if the child is mere days away from birth. 

Simply, this is murder. It is infanticide. And it is tragic, not only because of what it is now, but 

also what it means for the future. A precedent has been set. If human life is of such low value “in 

the womb,” it is only a matter of time until human life is devalued “outside the womb.” Is a 

person handicapped in some way? Do they suffer from a mental disorder, a learning disability? 

Are they just too old and in the way? Are they not a “productive” member of society? I fear it is 

only a matter of time that if human life has such little value when it comes to the unborn, the 

next logical step is that people may come to have such little value in the eyes of others that they 

may seek to end any person’s life prematurely.  

 

As Lutheran-Christians, we believe that all life is sacred from conception until natural death. 

From the moment of conception, every person whom God has created is our neighbor, and 

especially anyone in need of our help and assistance. The Fifth Commandment forbids us from 

“hurting or harming” our neighbor in his or her body: murder, doing or saying anything that 

injures or endangers another person’s life, neglecting to assist people in bodily need, and 

harboring anger or hatred in our hearts against another person. As it is stated so well in The 

Explanation of the Small Catechism, “God gives special dignity (or worth) and protection to 

every human life, from conception (that is, fertilization) onward. God created humanity in His 

own image. God’s Son became man and shared our human nature. God has redeemed every 

human life by the holy, precious blood of Christ. Therefore, every human life is precious to God 

and to Christians.”4 

 

We, as a congregation of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, affirm all life as sacred “from 

the womb to the tomb.” Our position is summarized this way in the 1979 Convention Resolution 

3-02A which urges Christians: “To hold firmly to the clear Biblical truths that (a) the living but 

unborn are persons in the sight of God from the time of conception (Job 10:9-11; Ps. 51:5; 

139:13-17; Jer. 1:5; Luke 1:41-44); (b) as persons the unborn stand under the full protection of 

God’s own prohibition against murder (Gen. 9:6; Ex. 20:13; Num. 35:33; Acts 7:19; 1 John 

3:15); and (c) since abortion takes a human life, abortion is not a moral option, except as a 

tragically unavoidable byproduct of medical procedures to prevent the death of another human 

being, namely, the mother.” (Note that this is not establishing an exception, and thus, license, for 

recommending or approving abortion in certain circumstances. The situation is tragic and an 

unavoidable byproduct of an effort to save another’s life.) 

 

                                                           
3 Ibid. 
4 Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation (St. Louis: Concordia, 2017), 88. 



 

What can we, as Lutheran-Christians do? We not only offer our prayers to God that He might 

thwart the plans of those who seek to take innocent life, but we can also be active in contacting 

those who represent us in government to enact laws that protect all human life from conception 

to the natural end of life. We pray for God to help those who are considering abortion to change 

their minds by using the work of His faithful Christians to encourage women to have their babies 

(also praying for crisis pregnancy centers that are there to help mothers). We also pray that the 

Gospel of Jesus might comfort women who have had abortions. For so many, their lives ever-

after are filled with tremendous guilt that only the cross and resurrection of Jesus can take away 

through Holy Absolution in the forgiveness of Christ.  

 

We have come to yet another crossroads in our society, in our country. We in the Church, 

however, will not shy away from speaking the Word of Truth. We will confess God’s Word in 

the public square. We will call abortion what it is, murder, the taking of innocent human life. We 

will work under the form of government that we have been given to enact the necessary changes 

so that all human life may be protected. And we will pray for the people of New York, for the 

people of our Nation, for those pondering abortion, and for those who have endured them, that 

the Gospel of forgiveness might change hearts and lives and that God, the Creator of all life, may 

be glorified through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

Serving Jesus Christ, 

 

 

 

Rev. Michael J. Coons, 

Pastor 


